Appendix 7: Case Study: Sea-bird Watching in the British Isles
· Rathlin, Northern Ireland
A survey in August 2000 found that 78% of visitors to the island watched birds and/or other wildlife during their visit; total spending by recreational visitors was estimated at £245,000 per year, supporting at least 7 FTE jobs locally plus about 7 FTE jobs to operate the local ferry can be attributed to tourists attracted to Rathlin (Rayment and Dickie, 2001).

The Scottish Seabird Centre, North Berwick
Coastal town within easy reach of Edinburgh, opened to the public on 21 May 2000. The Seabird Centre has exclusive rights for guided boat trips landing on the Bass Rock to observe the gannet colony, the largest single island colony in the world. Seal watching attracts visitors in the winter months. 

”The Seabird Centre has attracted 1 million visitors since 2001, an average of 200,000 per year, of which 60,000 per year actually enter the discovery centre. The Centre is estimated to bring over £1 million into the local economy every year and supports the full time equivalent of 35 jobs. Community involvement is also vitally important for the success of the Centre, which enjoys the support of over 4,000 members and 50 active volunteers” (WLNB, p.57).

· Bempton Cliffs, Yorkshire
Deemed to be the best place in England to see nesting seabirds. In 2000/01, 42,200 visitors spent an estimated £406,000 in the local economy (Shiel et al, 2001). Based on 55,000 visitors in 2005, and correcting to 2005 prices, the visitor spending resulting from reserve visits is estimated at £582,000.

· South Stack RSPB nature reserve, Anglesey 
Home to 4,000+ seabirds. Visitors can watch live TV pictures of the breeding seabirds at the Ellin’s Tower and Lighthouse visitor centres. In 1998/99, 43,000 visitors to the reserve spent £418,000 in the local area. Based on 36,000 visitors in 2005, and correcting to 2005 prices, the visitor spending resulting from reserves visits is estimated at £405,000 so decreasing slightly but still very significant. (WLNB).
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