
Appendix 8: Economic Importance of Bird-watching in the British Isles
Importance of Birdwatching in the UK


Watching birds is big business, with around 2.85 million adults making some kind of birdwatching trip each year in the UK (BRMB International, 2004 cited in WLNB). RSPB nature reserves receive more than one million visits annually and visitors are estimated to spend a total of £12 million in local economies each year as a result of visiting reserves. This spending is estimated to support more than 300 FTE jobs in local economies, with direct employment on reserves amounting to a further 200 FTE jobs (Rayment & Dickie, 2001).

This money is spent in a variety of accommodation businesses, petrol stations, pubs, cafes, restaurants and shops. It helps to provide income and employment for people working in these businesses, and there are further economic benefits, as a proportion of this money is re-spent in the local economy.  The following examples demonstrate the positive effect bird reserves and projects can have on local economies:
Birdwatching in Orkney
For example, in 2000, 81,000 summer visitors were estimated to bring tourism revenues of £18 million to Orkney. The RSPB estimated that £1.3 million of this spending (7%) could be attributed to Orkney’s birds and wildlife, estimated to support 36 FTE jobs on the islands (Rayment & Dickie, 2001).  In 2005, Orkney received an estimated 107,500 visitors (no spend figures given), a very healthy increase of almost 33%. (WLNB, p.55). 
Bee-eaters, Co. Durham
Following the unexpected arrival of bee-eaters in June 2002 to a Durham Wildlife Trust reserve, wide scale publicity and media coverage encouraged an increase in tourists and birdwatchers to the site (an estimated 15,000 people in five weeks). The Northumbria Tourist board were quoted as saying that their presence could have attracted £100,000s of visitor spending and introduced Co. Durham to a new audience. (WLNB,p.32).

Capercaillie, Loch Garten

A dedicated capercaillie watching area (Caper-watch) within the RSPB reserve at Loch Garten has attracted over 10,000 visitors during its 6 years (WLNB, p.45), bringing increased tourism trade, estimated in tens of thousands of pounds each year, to Strathspey. Since capercaillies lek at dawn, usually during October, visitors need to be on site early and this gives the local B&B sector a boost at a time of the year when it is otherwise relatively quiet. Many proprietors recommend Caper-watch to their guests. Significantly, much of the revenue is being generated outside the peak holiday season (i.e. 1st April-mid-late May).

Caper-watch is also an interesting example of a dedicated watch area deliberately designed to take the pressure off birds nesting elsewhere by concentrating birdwatching activity in a dedicated, managed site.


Choughs in Cornwall
In 2004, it was estimated that the presence of the newly reestablished choughs attracted £118,000 to the Lizard area, supporting the equivalent of 3.2 full-time jobs. (WLNB, p.33). Using the economic multipliers established by (Shiel et al., 2002) adjusted to 2004 prices, it is estimated that the choughs support 3.2 full-time equivalent jobs. (p.34 WLNB). Grice reports the 18,000 visitors to the chough watchpoint on the Lizard in Cornwall in 2004 spent over £400,000 on their day visit and supported 4.87 jobs in the local area (Grice).

Golden eagles and sea eagle, Ireland
The reintroduction of golden eagles to Donegal (start date 2000) and sea eagles to Killarney National Park (start date 2006) are attracting substantial tourist revenue to a previously quite economically depressed county (pers. comm. to SD by Lorcan O’Toole, project officer).  

Hen Harrier, Muirshiel
In 2005, over 8,000 people visited the hen harrier project at the Muirshiel Centre (RSPB, Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park, the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, and Scottish Natural Heritage).

Montagu’s Harrier, Lincolnshire

Good example of cooperation with local farmers and landowners with agreed use of farm tracks for access and a field set aside for parking (WLNB, p.47). Provided an excellent opportunity to promote the link between farming and conservation. Car parking charges raised over £5,000 a proportion of which was paid to the farmer to cover costs and inconvenience. The scheme received over 4,500 visitors and provided a positive opportunity to engage and share conservation information with the public. (WLNB, p.48).
Peregrine Falcons, Symond’s Yat

The RSPB peregrine watch point at Symond’s Yat Rock was one of the first dedicated bird watching schemes away from a nature reserve. In 1999, a visitor survey the project attracted extra visitor spending of £551,000 to the Forest of Dean area, supporting 18 FTE jobs (Rayment and Dickie, 2001). Allowing for inflation and changing visitor numbers, the Symond’s Yat Rock Aren’t birds brilliant peregrine project is estimated to have attracted extra visitor spending of £557,000 to the Forest of Dean area in 2005 (WLNB, p.37).


Peregrine Falcons, London

In 2005, an RSPB Aren’t birds brilliant event to watch peregrines from Regent’s Park attracted over 6,750 people between 18 June and 17 July. Another RSPB peregrine watch point at Tate Modern attracted 31,278 visitors during August 2005 alone.
RSPB Forsinard Reserve 
This reserve is estimated to have brought extra visitor spending of £185,000 into the economies of Caithness & Sutherland in 1997, supporting at least 5 FTE jobs (below (Rayment & Dickie).

The table below (Rayment & Dickie, p.13) summarises the economic impact of wildlife tourism for  arrange of high profile conservation projects within rural areas of the British Isles:
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