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Minutes
Present:

Scott Perkin



Norfolk Biodiversity Co-ordinator

Stuart Warrington 


National Trust

Catherine Weightman 


Regional Biodiversity Co-ordinator

Simon Odell 



Hertfordshire County Council

Heather Webb 



Beds Biodiversity Co-ordinator

Sarah Hamley 



English Nature

Paul Wilkinson (Chair)


Wildlife Trust

Neil Craig 



GO-East

Graham Nunn



GO-East

Steve Scott



Forestry Commission

Lesley Anderson 


EEDA

Martin Hicks 



Herts Biological Records Centre

Fabiola Blum 



Cambs Biodiversity Partnership

Genevieve Broad 


Essex Biodiversity Partnership

Rob Lucking



RSPB

Sarah Wordingham 


GO-East

Apologies:

Sarah Prentice 



GO-East

Ian Johnson 



RDS

Rob Rees



Hertfordshire Count y Council

Andy Brown 



Anglian Water

David Vose 



Countryside Agency

Tony Chadwick



Woodland Trust

Richard Handley 


Environment Agency

Catherine Wyatt



Herts Biodiversity Co-ordinator

Alan Wheeler 



EERA

Mary Norton 



Suffolk Biodiversity Partnership

1. Minutes from the last meeting

The Chair informed the Members that all actions arising from the meeting held on 13th December 2005 had been completed, with the following exceptions:

· Paul Wilkinson has emailed the Chair of the Regional Environment and Natural Resources Panel. No feedback as Chair is off work
· CW to identify what is happening in other regions. CW explained all regions are at different stages. It was agreed by the Forum that the Action would be ongoing

· LBAP Co-ordinators to summarise what work is currently being undertaken on LDF’s in each county and whether there are particular issues which need to be flagged to the RBF. Action to be Ongoing

The notes were agreed as an accurate record of the last meeting

2. Update from the Co-ordinators meeting

Catherine Weightman reported back from the Co-ordinators meeting, as follows:

All 6 County’s now have a Biodiversity co-ordinator.

Norfolk: Considerable work has been undertaken on biodiversity mapping and the 8 topic groups. Bidding for funding for the Records Centre.

Suffolk: Work is being undertaken on LDFs. Receiving BARS training in next 12 months

Beds: Rebuilding Biodiversity Document. Communication plan and Funding plan almost complete for English Nature.

Herts: Organised seminar on Biodiversity and LDF’s. Re-launching BAP on 23rd March

Cambs: Fabiola Blum has been in the post for 1 month. In the process of reviewing what they have achieved in the past and what they hope to achieve in the future.

Essex: Genevieve has been in the post for 3 weeks. Getting to grips with work and updating their website.

3.   
Regional Governance

The Forum welcomed Sarah Wordingham from GO-East who discussed the Regional Governance Framework. The Forum discussed the Framework with Sarah and the following points were made:

· Framework to ensure effective use from strategy to delivery without duplication of effort from separate organisations. 

· It’s the responsibility of EERA to how partners fit in the framework.

· The Biodiversity Forum do not have formal links but currently operate at the margins of the framework.

· There is a need to recognise gaps in the framework, so all groups will be able to have an influence.

· There will be an overlap in membership

· The Forum needs to identify points in the framework where they can influence and how to make those communications. SW agreed to assist the Forum in this work.

· The omission of EEEF in the framework was an issue of concern to the forum 

· There needs to be more environmental representation as it’s not seen as a priority when for example transport is. 

Reporting and monitoringthe implementation of regional strategies, and available data, were raised as significant issues.  It was agreed that this would be picked up in the Forum’s work plan.

ACTION: Sarah Wordingham to consider how the Government Office can take across points raised by the Biodiversity Forum.

4. 
Feedback from Networking Nature meeting 7th February – Catherine Weightman, Regional Biodiversity Co-ordinator

CW informed members that Richard Handley from the Environment Agency is to come back with suggestions for the group. The group is to contribute to RH’s ideas.

5.          Annual Biodiversity Forum Conference – Catherine Weighman

Catherine Weightman updated the Forum on the conference. The event is to take place in the Thames Gateway on 27th April. The conference will explore how Biodiversity can be an integrated part of growth and to explore the issues of biodiversity in the region. CW is in the process of organising the funding for the event. Thames Chase is to provide administrative support for the event.

ACTION: CW to circulate Agenda and invite list to members of the Forum to see who else can be added to the invite list. 

ACTION: CW to organise a flyer for the event outlining what the Forum does.

6.
Setting and Resourcing the 2006/2007 work plan

The Forum discussed the work plan for the upcoming year. Numerous suggestions were put forward and it was agreed by the group that members should give their  top 5 priorities for the 2006 workplan. 

ACTION: PW to draft the workplan and table of resources

ACTION: GO-East to circulate the workplan and a table of available resources for members of the Forum to complete and send back with there top 5 priorities for 2006.

SH informed the group that English Nature has £6,000 to spend on biodiversity projects before the end of March.

ACTION: Members are to contact CW if they have any suggestions on how to spend the £6,000. CW to contact Sarah Fenley from English Nature with any ideas generated from the group.

7.
Regional/national meetings – feedback and points to raise

EEEF – English Nature have hired consultants to produce a report for the environmental capacity in the region. The report will be presented to the Environment and Resources Panel of EERA. When the draft is available the group will be able comment on the report.

Regional Biodiversity Forum Chairs – CW attended the meeting, along with other regional Co-ordinators. They discussed the needs for a more apparent link between local/regional/national Chairs and Forums; as a result the corporate infrastructure will be looked at. LA’s are to look at integrating Biodiversity into LAA’s.

East of England Rural Forum – GN highlighted that the recent presentation given on climate change was rather biased towards impacts on agriculture and that impacts on biodiversity were not very well covered. 

Regional Landscape Forum – Contributing towards the Integrated Regional Landscape Strategy

8.
AOB

GN informed the group of the Climate Change Roadshow by Defra for the 2nd March at Robinson College, Cambridge. The Minister of State (Climate Change & Environment) Elliot Morley will be giving a talk.

ACTION: GO-East to circulate invites for the Climate Change Roadshow to members of the Forum.

SS informed the group that the Forestry Commission will be holding workshops to look at the effect of climate change on trees and woodland in the East of England. A published report can be viewed on www.woodlandforlife.net . No dates for the workshops have been confirmed, but if any members are interested they should contact SS ASAP.

PW informed the group that he had received an invitation from the EA to attend a workshop to discuss River Basin Planning. Members are to contact PW if they would like further information.

9.
Date of next meetings

Proposed meetings dates for 2006

Tuesday 9th May, venue tbc successful SITA project?

Tuesday 1st August, venue tbc 
Tuesday 7h November, venue tbc 

ACTION: Any member who has any ideas of a suitable SITA project for the next meeting are to contact Neil Craig at GO-East.

ACTION: GO-East to provisionally book rooms at Eastbrook on the above dates in case no other suitable venues are found.
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