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Attendees:
Will Akast - Env-Agency

Lesley Anderson - EEDA

Fabiola Blum - Cambs & Peterborough LBAP

Genevieve Broad - Essex biodiversity project

Mike Drew - Anglian Water

Mary Norden - Suffolk LBAP

Chrissie Pepper - SDRT Co-ordinator

Scott Perkin - Norfolk LBAP

Steve Scott - Forestry Commission

Stuart Warrington - National Trust

Heather Webb - Beds&Luton LBAP

Catherine Weightman - Regional Biodiversity Co-ordinator

Alan Wheeler - EERA

Paul Wilkinson - Wildlife Trust (Chair)

Catherine Wyatt - Herts LBAP

Apologies:
Sarah Hamley - Natural England

Ben Hammond - BTCV

Martin Hicks - rep for Regional Local Biological Records Centres

Steve Jones - RSPB

Simon Odell - East of England Landscape Forum

1.
Introduction and minutes of the last meeting

PW thanked SS for organising the field visit to Rendlesham Forest and welcomed Chrissie Pepper to the meeting.

Matters Arising:

Actions: Mostly completed, few on-going.

2.
Points arising from sub-groups

NERC Duty – 800 invites have been sent out for the Regional NERC event, it is hoped that we can get 100 attendees from this.

Policy Sub-group – The group was given a presentation from NE who showed how the county biodiversity network maps looked when brought together.  Catherine will be working with each of the LBAPs to improve the regional map and ensure that the regional map fits with county maps, will be working with Essex and Herts first.

Targets – Following the announcement of new habitats and species targets Catherine will be looking at the collated county targets so that they can be used as a starting point to produce SMART regional targets.

Next meeting of the policy subgroup is 1st November 13.00 – 15.30 and will focus on the RES and IRS. This meeting is open to forum members to attend, please let Catherine know if you can attend.

Action: For all to consider attending

Sita Funding – please let your partnerships, networks and other organisations know about the fund.

LBAP Chair’s meeting, held a meeting on the 1st October, the Chairs have asked that the forum have more workshops on particular topics.

Action: Catherine/Paul 

3.
Feedback from LBAP conference
It was a good conference held at Exeter University, well organised, good speakers.  There was more interaction between co-ordinators this year, and an interesting presentation on the national targets.  Phase 2 mapping of the targets will be much awaited.  
Taking a different approach to delivery in Oxford was a very good presentation – one to keep a watching brief on and possibly a presentation to the forum. 

Action: Catherine to follow up
Action: CW & PW to raise awareness regionally that EofE is keen to partake in the phase 2 of targeting set up a meeting with Alex Nichols, David Hunt and Jonathan Burnley nearer the time and we will respond both regionally and local.

New approach to looking at biodiversity targets is happening in Suffolk, Beds and possibly Essex.

Next Year’s conference – Heather has expressed that Luton could be the next venue, but it will be somewhere in the East.

4.
Data Needs Project report recommendations 

Report misrepresented Essex, but could be a good thing for Essex to see how other counties have been working with Biodiversity.

All recommendations endorsed by the Forum.

Paul expressed a big thank you to all who were involved.
Action: Catherine to set up meeting of the Regional Biodiversity Information group
5 & 6.
Draft Regional Economic Strategy and IRS consultations
Presentations were given by LA and AW (attached).
If you wish to attend one of the two RES consultation workshops then please go to www.eventsforce.net/RESworkshops 
7.
Regional Woodland Strategy

Item carried forward to next meeting. Steve Scott to give a presentation 
Action: Steve Scott
8.
Species – (re)introduction in the East of England
This subject was looked at because there was an interest in the number of species to be reintroduced or restocked where not present.  At present there is no legal stance to stop you picking up species and moving it so if you own the land and you want to dig up bluebells out of a SSSI into another part of your land – you can do so.
 JNCC have produced guidance on re-introductions.
Action: - All to input and feedback to Stuart information for table, action, no action, dropped, already reintroduced.

A question that was raised was - Is there a national body that reintroduce species and habitats?

Steve Scott also made an observation that the paper deserves to be published maybe through Biodiversity News.

10.
AOB

SDRT -Chrissie raised a comment that the SDRT are currently writing their business plan and if the Forum felt that there are gaps where the SDRT can make a contribution to contact Chrissie.

Chrissie’s details are as follows: 

Dr Chrissie Pepper, Project Coordinator, Sustainable Development Round Table East, Eastbrook, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8DR   Tel: 01223 533481    Fax: 01223 533531 chrissie.pepper@goeast.gsi.gov.uk
11.
Forum dates for 2008

24th January

24th April

24th July

16th October

The Forum agreed that field visits form and important part of the meetings and should be built into the calendar for next year.
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