Biodiversity Forum Meeting 28th April 2009.

Dunwich, Suffolk
Apologies: Simon O’Dell [landscape forum], Diane Millis [Woodland Trust]. Fabiola Blum [Cambs LBAP], Catherine Wyatt [Herts LBAP], Mary Nordon [RSPB], Martin Hicks [LRCs], Richard Rafe[NE], Mathew O’Brian [FWAG], Gen Broad [Suffolk LBAP],
Present: Steve Scott [FC – Chair], Catherine Weightman [NE], Will Akast [EA],], Scott Perkins [Norfolk LBAP], Mark Iley [Essex LBAP], Lesley Anderson [EEDA], Andrew Allen [Wildlife Trusts], Ben Hammond [BTCV]. Stuart Warrington [NT], Mike Drew [AW], Alan Wheeler[EERA], Heather Webb [Bedfordshire LBAP], Martin Horlocks [LRC rep] Mel Kemp [RSPB]
Item 1 – Matters arising.
EEBF website is progressing.  Partners have been asked to submit bids for the NE wetland Vision money by end of May.  Decisions will be made by early July.  ( There have been 3 bids submitted in the Fens – Gills Farm, Wissey, Norfolk Wildlife Trust, Welney, WWT bid and Witham bid, RSPB (near Lincoln East Midlands region) plus a bid on the Suffolk Broads by Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  
Item 2 - Update from Catherine
There is a further funding round from Sita and still money available in our region.  (Sita have given an indication that they will like to continue the scheme but the decision will not be taken until August). 
Item 3 – Core Services provided by NE for EEBF

Comments were requested and sent to CW.  (Later information – the Chairs of the regional biodiversity Fora are drafting a MoA that is hoped that all the Chairs will sign will NE – this rather supersedes what we were doing in the EoE,)  
Item 4 – Water Framework Directive and River Basin Management Plans
Will presented this item, referring members to the EA website.  Consultation documents very long, but EEBF will submit a response.  CW will seek help from partners.
Item 5 – EEIP presentation East of England Implementation Plan

EEBF will submit a response – primarily to tables 70 and 71.  CW will try to categorise the Landscape Scale projects that are taking place in the region which will form as part of the response.  Policy sub group on the 1st June will input.
Item 6 – Listing Landscape – Scale projects in the region

See previous item
Item 7 –Open Habitats Policy Consultation
Steve volunteered to draft initial response for comments.  Then at the policy sub group meeting this would be discussed and then Catherine to submit on behalf of the Forum by the Consultation deadline of the 5th June (This has been done)
Item 8 – How to update Networking Nature Map and link to spatially related targets

Did not have time to discuss this item
Item 9 – AOB

Looked at the high priority actions in the Delivery Plan
Delivery Plan actions to take forward

There are 4 actions that were put down as high priority for the EEBF to lead on which is all being taken forward
1.1.1 High priority – to take this forward through policy sub-group. – must be clear on what the maps are to include.
3.3.1 High priority – Will Akast and Catherine have taken this forward

5.1.2 High priority – Norfolk, Suffolk & Essex LBAPs to take this forward with advice sort from CEFAS

6.2.1 HAP targets – still no response from NE nationally.
Date of next meetings 30th July – Grafham
22nd October will be at Eastbrook

