Biodiversity Policy Sub-Group Meeting

3rd April 2007

Natural England Offices, Ham Lane, Peterborough

Attendees:       Paul Wilkinson, Catherine Weightman, Fabiola Blum, Alan Wheeler, 
                        Lesley Anderson, Sarah Handley, Jenny Hawley -NT

Apologies:
Steve Scott

Will Akast, Richard Handey’s replacement from the Bury St Edmunds Office

· NERC duty – NE have £15k to roll out programme of awareness, guidance to come out in Mid May/June – Catherine down as deliverer of funding.

· RES – Biodiversity Forum will want to respond to the full consultation but in the meantime sub-group members going to next set of workshops and if any issues need to be raised to the SEA then Sarah Hamley happy to pass on comments.
· Marine: - 
· Catherine to contact John-Luc from the Marine Conservation Society Officer regarding a Marine Event/Day in Mid May (confirmed date 1st June)
· Virtual gathering of response to White Paper for the Marine Bill needed by 8th June 2007
· Implementation Plan :- 
· taking the 6 categories [opportunity areas] of the Map specific look at these in relation to both a sectoral and habitat basis as well as benefits or synergies.
· Need to pull in for more in-depth brief – Catherine to take forward in core services.
· Keep delegates of the conference included in the development of the implementation plan.

· Need to look at what can be done in house eg with David Hunt, GIS team and what consultant required for.

· Sourcing funding from around the region.

Suggested funding for  plan – required between 10 and 20K

	Funder
	Amount req
	Who will ask
	Secured funding

	NE
	 3K
	SH/CW
	

	EERA
	 3K
	AW
	

	Go-Office?
	
	
	

	EEDA
	 3K
	LA/CW
	3K -possible

	NT
	1-3K
	JH
	

	FC
	1-2K
	CW
	

	AW
	3K
	CW
	

	WiT
	1-3K
	PW
	

	EA
	3K
	RH
	

	Business sponsor?
	
	
	

	RSPB?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


· Response to monitoring framework of the RSS – 
· Catherine to get further information from Bill to identify priority habitats and species for indicator 30 and for EERA to note that local sites [county wildlife sites] also need to be included.
· Indicator 31 - % of County wildlife site in favourable condition. [Ancient Woodland target must be included]
· Indicator 34 – population of wild birds – Catherine to comment on.
· Indicator 35 – Woodland Cover  - Catherine to comment on [to include appropriate covering replacement].
· Data sourcing should be through the Local Authorities who in turn collect from the local record offices. – needs explaining as to why.
· Targets:

· Identify which habitats are not on National Target Review, Catherine to make LBAPs aware of the national guidelines when they are available.
