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East of England Biodiversity Forum 

5th Feb 2007

EEDA, Histon
Minutes



	
	
	

	Present:
Anglia Water


Mike Drew

BTCV                                                                Alan Marchant

Climate Change partnership

            Matthew Chell
EEDA


Lesley Anderson

Natural England (NE)


Sarah Hamley


Environment Agency (EA)


Richard Handley


Forestry Commission


Steve Scott


Beds & Luton LBAP


Heather Webb


Cambs & Peterborough LBAP -


Fabiola Blum


Essex Biodiversity project


Genevieve Broad

Herts LBAP


Catherine Wyatt


Norfolk LBAP


Scott Perkin


Suffolk LBAP


Mary Norden


National Trust


Stuart Warrington

Regional Biodiversity Co-ordinator


Catherine Weightman
RSPB                                                               Steve Jones 


East of England Landscape Forum (EELF)
Simon Odell
(Minutes)
Wildlife Trust


Paul Wilkinson 
(Chair)
Apologies:

East of England Records Centres 

Martin Hicks

EERA





Alan Wheeler
FWAG                                                              Jim Egan


	
	
	Action

	1
	Meeting of 7 Nov 2006 and Matters Arising
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes were agreed.  EELF undertook to do minutes for the meeting
	EELF

	
	
	

	
	The Regional Biodiversity Co-ordinator (CW) had met Inspire East and suggested that the Chafford Gorges site would be a good example site for IE to note as an exemplar.  It was agreed that CW should also explore the relationship with the IE ‘Panels’.

CW now also needed to look at developing and maintaining a link with GreenSpace East via Hayley Purnell, Essex County Council.  
Progress with a NERC Act event was on hold until the DEFRA NERC guidance became available later in 2007.


	CW

	
	
	

	2
	Discussion on Regional targets review
	

	
	
	

	
	The national BAP website now promoted a revised format for targeting within Action Plans, based on new definitions.  The Region would need to make its own approach consistent.  A small EEBF steering group had decided that the best approach was to try to amalgamate LBAP data to yield a regional figures.  Inconsistency between the six counties’ current situation, however, needed noting:
	Counties

	
	
	

	
	County

Reviewing HAPS?

Reviewing SAPS?

consistent with new definitions?

Target dates

Other Comments

Essex

started for brownfield sites, ancient woodland, heath, lowland grassland, reedbeds) to be published online by July prior to working on 10 more habitats

Not yet

Herts

No and EEBF would need to make stronger case for it to do so

No 

No

mainly to 2010

County steering group will revisit implications.

Cambs

started reviews of 4 grassland HAPS prior to woodlands with aim of completing review of HAPS by end of 2007

SAPS by end 2008

Suffolk

started on expired plans: 12 farmland, 5 wetland, 3 woodland, 4/5 heathland , aiming to complete by March 2008

Started on some SAPS, aiming to complete by March 2008

No

2010
2015
2020

Norfolk

Not doing a systematic review

Not doing a systematic review

No

Beds

By Mar 08 following disaggregating amalgamated plans 

Holding off.

Hopefully



	
	In discussion the following points were raised:
	

	
	
	

	
	· Need for the regional biodiversity forum to guide local processes; 
	

	
	· A regional view would also assist with grant decisions (e.g. SITA, Environment Agency)
	

	
	· Regional view needs to look post 2010
	

	
	· Counter-view that this should be a bottom-up process
	

	
	· Importance of plan authors liaising with plan implementers during HAP preparation (e.g. with Green Infrastructure, Land management initiatives)
	

	
	· Folly of relying on planning system to deliver gains
	

	
	· Desirability of securing wider ownership of HAPS & SAPS than usual suspects
	

	
	· Suffolk probably the best place for major investment in heathland
	

	
	
	

	
	The following action points were then agreed:
	

	
	
	

	
	· EEBF’s policy subgroup to devise “template” for counties to follow, addressing issues of classification, definitions, units and timeframes
	Policy

 Group

	
	· All county biodiversity co-ordinators should continue to liaise to establish scope for harmonising their approaches
	Counties

	
	· CW & PW to liaise with other Regional Fora to build consensus for request for disaggregation of national targets
	CW/PW

	
	· Species choices in SAPS need to be revisited following  emerging concerns about rare invertebrates and desirability of identifying champion/charismatic species
	Counties

	
	
	

	
	
	

	3
	Workplan 2006-7 & 2007-8
	

	
	
	

	
	It was recognised that no progress had been made with Geological conservation or the Water Framework Directive, but otherwise most items had been addressed.  CW/PW would accordingly revise the work programme, adding actions related to: NERC; catchment- sensitive farming; targets; a Climate Change event; and “Health and Biodiversity”.  PW would circulate this for comment.


	PW

	
	
	

	4
	Communications Plan 2007-8
	

	
	
	

	
	CW needed comments on this by 26 February.  Comments from communications staff within EEBF member organisations (especially NE & EA) were particularly welcome


	All

	
	
	

	5.
	Business Plan 2007-8
	

	
	
	

	
	This would be circulated shortly.  It needed scrutiny by all members before the next meeting


	All

	
	
	

	6
	Feedback from Policy sub group
	

	
	
	

	
	Deadline for RSS modification response is 9 March. Responses will be circulated.  ‘Wash-up’ meeting for the Wild Ideas Conference, held in November is on 8th Feb.

	

	
	
	

	7
	Update from Coordinators meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	 CW to produce an addendum to existing newsletter based on LBAP information. MN, SP and GB have identified that marine biodiversity needs greater attention.
	Norfolk

 Suffolk

 Essex

	
	
	

	8
	AOB
	

	
	
	

	
	Matthew Chell, East of England Climate Change Coordinator drew attention  to “Climate Change and the European Countryside”, Report of CLIO project, University of East Anglia, 2006.  The Climate Change Partnership (CCP) has over the past year been promoting working in partnership on integrated land management, resource efficiency, and localisation.  The CCP subsequently produced a Vision and Work Programme which was then adopted by the Regional Assembly.  PW welcomed this adoption.  
	All

	
	
	

	
	LBAPs have been requested to submit projects to Donna Radley as NE may have an underspend..
	All

	
	
	

	
	All to send offers for venue for July and October meetings to CW.
Next meeting 17th April at Wicken Fen


	All








