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1 LBAP updates.
Bedfordshire and Luton  
Sandy Heath Quarry: an important site for invertebrates

A new survey has confirmed that Sandy Heath Quarry is an important site

for insects and other invertebrates. Buglife has found that over 10% of invertebrate species found at the site are rare or scarce. New discoveries included 32 beetle species new to Bedfordshire! 

Update from Cambridgeshire and Peterborough LBAP

* LBAP reviews (including feedback from a wider consultation) are finished for Urban, Grassland and Woodland Habitat Plans. Wetland Habitat Plans are about to go out for wider consultation at the moment.

The Farmland plans will need more revisions first.

* The UK species list has been checked by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Biological Records Centre for species occurring in our area, and we are in the process of running species through a set of criteria (successfully trialled by Beds Biodiversity Partnership) to decide which species should have their own Action Plans

* County Wildlife Sites criteria for traditional orchards have been agreed on and new sites identified in the orchard survey are being proposed.

* We secured funding for traditional orchard training and Phase 3 Orchard Survey work, and support for a community orchard project through the NT/NE Countdown 2010 orchard project

* our orchard group is developing a project "Orchards on your Plate" and wants to apply for lottery Local Food money for a 3 year project officer coordinating work with schools and local communities, taking on existing traditional orchards as community and schools orchards and planting new ones, and linking biodiversity aspects with cultural, healthy eating etc. benefits.

* our Steering Group went through a

Strengths/Weaknesses/Opportunities/Threats exercise, looking also at external challenges to re-focus our work. Main themes that came out were public involvement, wider partnership working with the LAA/LSPs/NI197 work, developing joint funding projects

Essex Biodiversity Project 
EBP Project Officer is Rebecca Banks, previously Rebecca worked at the Lee Valley Regional Park  rebeccab@essexwt.org.uk
Old Orchard Survey in Essex

Just published in the latest edition of the East of England Apples and Orchards Project newsletter are outline results of our joint Phase 1 survey of Essex. Here are a few snippets- It confirms what we already knew, Essex has suffered the greatest decline of any county in this region – Defra’s own figures state between 1990 and 2007 the total orchard area has fallen by 81% with losses continuing at a rate of 10-20% per annum. Of the 251 orchard sites visited during the survey 103 of them, or 41% were no longer orchards.

97% of the remaining orchards are found in just six districts – Basildon, Chelmsford, Colchester, Maldon, Rochford, Tendring and Uttlesford

Only about 23% of the counties remaining orchards contain traditional orchard habitat

The districts showing the greatest orchard losses – all around 52% - were Chelmsford, Tendring and Uttlesford.

Also, have a quick look at their new website www.applesandorchards.org.uk

- everything you need relating to orchards and fruit in this region.
Hertfordshire:
Herts LBAP update:

· The Wildlife Sites Partnership met in November to discuss and agree the development of the baseline for NI 197.

· A presentation on ‘Conserving Biodiversity in a Changing Climate’ was given at the East Herts Climate Change Conference in early December as they are in the process of producing their Climate Change Strategy.

· The Habitat and Species Action Plan Leads were asked to give an update on progress with the delivery of their action plans for the annual Herts BAP update in the HEF (Hertfordshire Environmental Forum) Quality of Life Report 2008 – due to be published in March of this year.

· A draft report on the Hertfordshire Wet Woodland Project – an audit of the distribution, area and composition of Hertfordshire’s wet woodland – has been produced and the results used to update the wet woodland GIS database held at the Local Records Centre.

· A newsletter promoting the achievements of the Biodiversity Partnership in 2008 is currently in the process of being printed.  Aimed at councillors it is hoped this will raise the profile of biodiversity and work of the Biodiversity Partnership across the County.  A leaflet explaining what the Herts BAP is also in the process of being printed – this is aimed at members of the public and will be distributed to local libraries and used at appropriate events.

· An exercise in identifying the current biodiversity content of Sustainable Community Strategies for each of the borough and district councils has been completed.  This will help guide the development of an advocacy strategy to promote the inclusion of biodiversity objectives within these documents.
Norfolk
 Biodiversity Project Fund: Five new projects were approved by the Biodiversity Project Fund over the reporting period, designed to: 
· Promote the conservation of the grey carpet moth in the Brecks;

· Identify Important Arable Plant Areas in Norfolk;

· Carry out a preliminary scoping of the Wash Rivers, in preparation for a crayfish survey next year;

· Develop a biodiversity audit for the Brecks, as the first step towards the preparation of a Brecks Biodiversity Action Plan;

· Continue the Broads mink management project.

Suffolk 
Gen does a regular newsletter but I just extracted the following as it show the breath of work that is happening – to be found at www.suffolk.gov.uk/Environment/Biodiversity
Focus on the Habitat Working Groups 
Farmland 
Members: FWAG, Natural England, Suffolk County Council, Independent consultant Paul Read, RSPB, Suffolk Coasts and Heaths AONB Unit, Suffolk Wildlife Trust. 

Last meeting: Oct ‘08. 

Work focus: 
1. Farmland BAP leaflet. Partners: FWAG, Paul Read, SCC, NE 
2. Suffolk orchard survey. 
3. Native white-clawed crayfish ‘ark’ project. Partners: Environment Agency and FWAG 
The group is creating an easy-to-read one-sheet handout that will inform the farmer which BAPs are present on his land and how to best care for them. Anyone visiting a farm can print a custom made information sheet, choosing the relevant BAP species and habitats from a template. 

Heathland 
Members: Natural England, Forestry Commission, Forestry Commission, Butterfly Conservation, Forest Heath District Council, The Brecks Partnership, Suffolk Amphibian and Reptile Group, Suffolk County Council. 

Last meeting: Nov ‘08. 

Work focus: 
1. Silver studded blue - further surveys following successful translocations. 
2. Dingy skipper - habitat creation through disturbance experiments in King’s Forest. 
3. Breckland moths – grey carpet and Basil-Thyme case-bearer. Landfill money is funding experimental work with food plant flixweed. 

Wetland 
Members: Natural England, FWAG, Environment Agency, RSPB, Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Wildlife Trust. 

Last meeting: Oct ‘08. 

1. Independent consultant Toby Abrehart described the survey work he’s completed on behalf of the Environment Agency for the molluscs Vertigo angustior, V. moulinsiana, Segmentina nitida and Anisus vorticulus. The reports can be viewed on the Biodiversity Action Reporting System (www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/) under the relevant Suffolk Biodiversity Action Plans. 

2. An update was given on the progress of the Little Ouse Headwaters Project, a Charity dedicated to the restoration, conservation and promotion of enjoyment of the wildlife and landscape of the Little Ouse valley. To find out more visit http://www.wavcott.org.uk/lohp/home.htm 
Coastal 
Last meeting: Nov ’08 

Members: Natural England, Suffolk Coasts and Heaths AONB Unit, Environment Agency, Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Suffolk Coastal District Council, National Trust. 

An important outcome from this meeting was a decision to revamp the Suffolk Action Plan format to ensure the plans fit into the work streams of the partners and to reduce the number of actions. The result will be streamlined plans that are less heavy on administration and are more focused. See the results in the January 09 newsletter! 

Woodland Last meeting: Dec ‘08. 

Future meeting dates: 4 March ‘09 Bradfield Woods (Wood products and wood management/deer), 3 June ’09 (wet woodland), 9 Sep ’09 (Dunwich wood pasture), 

9 Dec ’09 (Kentwell Hall, SSI woodland and wood fuel – Alpheton Wood). 

Members: Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Forestry Commission, People’s Trust for Endangered Species, Mid-Suffolk District Council, Greenways Project, National Trust, Natural England, Environment Agency, Deer Initiative, Norfolk County Council. 

Work focus: 
1. Dovetailing woodland groups SAPs and HAPs into new template/timetable. 
2. Working within new project proposal forms. 
3. Joint wet woodland project with Norfolk County Council (catching up with successful NCC project). 
4. Wood pasture and parkland – joint Suffolk/Norfolk project including research, condition data, management advice, seed collection and tree planting. 
5. Ancient woodlands – Suffolk/Norfolk/Essex project on impacts of deer, function and markets for wood products, management advice and support. 
6. Woodland Masterclass spring ’09 for owners and managers will include habitat regulations, deer control and raising awareness of BAP species and habitats.

2   Priority Ponds status and the Million Ponds Project
Info from Helen Keeble -  Pond Habitat Action Plan Co-ordinator at Pond Conservation..
Ponds were identified as a new priority habitat under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan in August 2007 and, following the first meeting of the Pond HAP Steering Group a new draft Pond HAP was prepared and launched in 2008.

The draft Pond HAP identifies four main targets for the conservation of ponds in the UK. These are:

· Target 1. Maintain the number of Priority Pond sites.

· Target 2. Maintain the quality of Flagship pond sites.

· Target 3. Restore pond sites to deliver priority species targets.

· Target 4. Create new pond sites of high quality potential.

To achieve these targets we’ve set up a number of projects including identifying Important Areas for Ponds (IAPs), and our Million Pond Project which is due to be launched in February. Read more about the pond HAP and its implementation on our website: 

http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/
The Million Ponds Project (MPP) is a collaboration of major landowners and managers (e.g. RSPB, Natural England, Environment Agency etc) that will create 5000 ponds in England and Wales over the next 4 years. Of these, 1000 will be targeted to support some of the 80 or so Biodiversity Action Plan species associated with ponds – a list of these can be downloaded from our website. To achieve all of this we have a team of regional MPP project officers and a new Pond Creation Toolkit that provides information on how to create clean water ponds for wildlife. The MPP will provide over 50% of the ponds needed to reach the

2015 target for high quality pond creation in the Pond Habitat Action Plan.

Please contact , Helen Keeble, Pond Habitat Action Plan Co-ordinator for further info
01865 483278 helenkeeble@pondconservation.org.uk

www.pondconservation.org.uk 

3.  Post Sub-national Review 
There is a small Go-East sub group looking at the post SNR architecture. The Leaders forum has had a lot of debate but don’t think it has been decided who sits on this yet. Jonathan Burney of NE has been on the small group. 
4 SITA / WREN regional panels
There was a Sita PAP meeting before Christmas.  This was the first meeting of the 4th year of this Sita fund.  There were mainly large scale project between £25,000 and £175,000 and depending on what the Sita board decide but I should think there will not be much money left in the large scale pot.  But there will be definitely funds for small funding projects funding pot – ie under £25,000 so please let partners know this money is available.  

There will be a WREN regional funding panel meeting at the end of March – the date has not been sent, a letter to Steve Scott as the Chair of the Forum is being sent to formally request this panel should be set up and a few suggested dates.   I think we agreed that the Sita panel members would sit on the WREN panel but if anyone else would like to volunteer – please let me know as we need between 6 and 8 people from different organisations from across the region.
5.  New delivery framework  - England Biodiversity Strategy 

NE held a high level workshop in November and invited representatives from national bodies involved in BAP to look at post 2010 and how the 9 Biodiversity Integration groups will work.  I sit on the Wetland BIG group and as yet they are just establishing and thinking how to link their work to R&LBAP.  I hope that that will be positive outcomes from this process for BAP delivery but we are in the early stages of these groups. 
6  Regional Biodiversity Delivery Plan 
The plan was launched on the 16th October by Andy Clements, Director  of the BTO.  Hard copies are available.  It is now being sent out to regional policy makers, MPs, MEPs etc.  The policy sub group is thinking who else in the region to send a copy to.

Now the Plan is produced the EEBF now must make sure that it is delivered.  Of the 62 actions, 9 have EEBF as the lead partner and we need to prioritise, then act upon these. 

7 Updating wetland habitat inventories 
 All the updated Addendums to the LRCs MoA have been signed.   There is another meeting on the 27th Jan to look at the progress of this work and check consistency.  Next financial year it is hoped that NE will fund the updating of the heathland inventories. 
8 Evidence requirements for BAP 
NE have let a contract with Land Use Consultants to look at BAP work to inform the RSS.  The inception meeting is on the 20th Jan and further update to follow and LUC may need to contact members of the EEBF for information.
9 Coordinating NE internal BAP work

NE is really trying to have biodiversity work as one of it’s major areas of work.  The reporting system is still developing and is very time consuming.  But through having Community of Practice meetings in the region – hopefully NE internal biodiversity work will be more consistent.  Also NE has set up national Community of Practice and Community of Delivery groups, these have regional representation, and I am attending the former and Liz Bridges – the regions SSSI lead to attending the latter.  Hopefully these groups will enable NE to better respond to biodiversity issues.  Within the region NE have to now report on NI197 and hopefully there will be more staff time spent on this.  
10 White-spotted Pinion and Lunar Yellow Underwing

Info from Sharon Hearle - Survey work in 2008 completed for White-spotted Pinion for which East of England is the national stronghold.  New sites found for the moth near St Neots and Ely.
Survey work for Lunar Yellow Underwing in the Norfolk and Suffolk Brecks indicated that this moth has declined in 2008 probably due to adverse weather conditions
11 The Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Strategy for England has now been published.
‘A strategy for promoting an integrated approach to the management of coastal areas in England’ -  sets out the Government’s vision for the process of coastal management, objectives and future actions to achieve the vision, and briefly explains how all the changes currently being taken forward will work together in coastal areas.
A pdf of the document is at http://www.defra.gov.uk/marine/pdf/environment/iczm/iczm-strategy-england.pdf on the Defra ICZM Web Pages http://www.defra.gov.uk/marine/environment/iczm.htm. 
There are a limited number of hard copies available; some will be forwarded automatically over the next few days. If you require a copy please contact ICZM@defra.gsi.gov.uk
12 Heartwood Forest 
Info from Diane Millis – Woodland Trust 

Woodland Trust purchased the 858 acre site in October and has risen over £4m to help fund the project to create the largest new continuous native forest in England. 

The Trust is excited about the project both in terms of what it will mean for increasing people’s access to woodland and for its biodiversity benefits. Heartwood Forest is located near Sandridge, just three miles north of St Albans in Hertfordshire, and over 2 million people live within 15 miles of the site which can be accessed via public transport. They intend to plant 600,000 new trees and will involve the local community in tree planting activities on the site - it will be WT most exciting and ambitious tree planting project in England. 

Heartwood Forest is also located within the London Greenbelt, a Biodiversity Priority Area [I think this is shown on the East of England Biodiversity Network Map]  and within the Chilterns ancient woodland concentration. There are four small remnants (44 acres) of precious ancient woodland already on the site and we will planting much more native woodland to buffer and extend these areas. Public access is now available on 170 acres of the site and an audio guide and map can be downloaded from the website. 
– Heartwood Forest - in the East of England: www.woodland-trust.org.uk/appeals/index.htm
Any further queries please contact Diane Millis [DianeMillis@woodlandtrust.org.uk]. I should think this site will contribute towards the regional native woodland creation target in quite a big way!
13 EEBF website
The Policy sub group met with Phil Brown who has suggested a layout of the web pages which the group were happy with.  To progress someone needs to populate the template and then others can comment.  NE are looking to see if some support for this work can be found as at present the Regional biodiversity Coordinator has no capacity to do this work.  Lisa Roberts from Go-East has called a meeting on the 26th Jan to look at updating various regional websites including EEBF.
14 EU admits failure to protect biodiversity

The EU is "highly unlikely" to meet its objective of putting a stop to biodiversity loss by 2010, the European Commission admits. For Europe to even come close to achieving the target, "intensive efforts" will have to be made by both the Commission and individual member states, according to the mid-term assessment of progress on implementing the Biodiversity Action Plan to halt biodiversity loss in the EU. Earlier this year, European leaders reiterated their support for the 2010 target to end the destruction of European natural heritage, first adopted in 2000, but the political commitment hasn't translated into effective action. The report reveals that 50% of all species and up to 80% of habitat types deemed by the EU to be "of conservation interest" in Europe now have "unfavourable conservation" status. The same goes for over 40% of European bird species. While targeted measures to protect endangered life forms have been a success so far, large-scale action is nevertheless needed, it notes.

One positive EU development is the expansion of the Natura 2000 network of protected areas, but site management and financing issues for the scheme must be further addressed, the report says. It also records gaps in EU legislation, most notably concerning invasive species and soil conservation.

Links

EU official documents

European Commission: Communication: A mid-term assessment of implementing the EC Biodiversity Action Plan (December 2008) European Union
15 NI 197 Workshop 
A workshop was held on the 13th Jan at Eastbrook to look at the technical details of NI 197.  It was very well attended by 38 people, representatives from each county, nearly all Unitaries and good NE turnout.  Questions raised from this workshop will be followed up and this should lead to better understanding and conformity in monitoring NI197 in the region.  

16  Regional Wetland Vision meeting

On the 18th December a regional wetland vision meeting was held by NE and EA, but was well attended by the other wetland vision partners – EH, RSPB and Wildlife Trust plus Internal Drainage Board and National Trust.   A further meeting will be held on the 2nd Feb to look at ideas to submit to the NE national wetland vision money, 2 million pounds and to re-look at the Wet Fens for the Future Project.  
17 Dairy Dates
23rd April Sita PAP meeting - Eastbrook

28th April EEBF Main Forum, note a Tuesday meeting – venue undecided
3rd July The Essex Biodiversity Project celebration event will be held at the  Essex Records Office in Chelmsford.

30th July EEBF Main Forum – Eastbrook

27th Aug  Sita PAP meeting – Eastbrook – if required

22nd Oct EEBF Main Forum – venue undecided

