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1 LBAP updates.
Bedfordshire and Luton  
The latest edition of Bedslife is available at www.bedslife.org.uk/publications
The IUCN World Conservation Congress is being held in Barcelona. Oct 5-14:
www.iucn.org/congress.  Heather Webb has been able to attend for part of this.  (Helen Philips is speaking at this on the NE Marine Campaign) 
For the past 18 months the LBAP partnership has been reviewing the county Biodiversity Action Plan(BAP). This document sets out how organisations around Bedfordshire and Luton work to protect and enhance our important habitats and species.  The new plan also has more precise targets and actions. Reviews are almost complete for all the habitat plans and some of the formally endorsed the BAP.. The BAP review has been a big undertaking.

Essex Biodiversity Project – Mark Iley  - MarkI@essexwt.org.uk is now the LBAP coordinator and his old post, Essex Biodiversity Project Officer is being advertised. 

 Hertfordshire:
· The Urban Action Plan has been in a draft format since the revised BAP was launched in March 2006.  A recent meeting was held to review the actions and targets and determine who the key delivery partners would be.  Comments from this meeting have been used to redraft the action plan.  The next step will be to circulate it for wider consultation.

· A general leaflet promoting the Herts BAP is currently being produced.  In addition, a glossy leaflet highlighting achievements with the delivery of Herts BAP habitats and species over the past year is also being produced.  These were identified in the communications plan for the Hertfordshire Biodiversity Partnership to raise awareness in support of the Herts BAP.   

· Data on the status of Herts BAP habitats and species was collated for entry onto BARS as part of the national reporting round taking place this year.  For most of the habitats, this data was from the Phase 1 habitat survey (carried out between 1994 – 1997) as more recent data does not exist.

· The Wildlife Site Partnership is developing an initiative to respond to Defra guidance on the National Biodiversity Indicator NI 197.
Norfolk
Since the last meeting of the Regional Forum, the Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership has:
 

-- Organised the 4th Planning and Biodiversity Seminar, in collaboration with Suffolk. This was facilitated once again by Mike Oxford from ALGE, and attracted nearly 50 participants, including over 30 planners and development control officers. The day featured presentations from Natural England (on protected species), The Wildlife Trusts (on their role in the planning process), and the Norfolk and Suffolk Biological Record Centres. Heather Webb gave an inspiring and very well-received presentation about Bedfordshire's green infrastructure roof tax;
 

-- Held its annual prize-giving ceremony for the Community Biodiversity Awards. Eight local groups were recognised for their outstanding contributions to conservation in the county. The awards were presented by Steve Scott, at the historic Assembly Houses in Norwich;
 

-- Held its Annual Biodiversity Forum, on the theme of "biodiversity and outdoor education". This brought together over 120 participants, and included presentations from the Chief Executive of Froglife, the Forest School, and the NCC's outdoor learning team;
 

-- Appointed a full-time officer (Mike Sutton-Croft) as the Co-ordinator of the Norfolk Non-native Species Initiative, for an initial period of one year. The Initiative has already successfully drawn down £6,000 from Defra for the eradication of giant hogweed along the River Nar.
 

 Suffolk 
Gen does a regular newsletter – to be found at www.suffolk.gov.uk/Environment/Biodiversity
More about bats at Ickworth Park, 
Stuart Warrington, Regional Nature Conservation Advisor East of England, National Trust. Email: Stuart.warrington@nationaltrust.org.uk 
Previous survey work by the Suffolk Bat Group had identified Ickworth Park as a very important site for bats within the county with eight species present. In 2007, the SITA Trust kindly funded a £15,000 project to further investigate the bats, and to try to find out if the rare Barbastelle bat (UK & Suffolk Biodiversity Action Plan species) roosted at Ickworth. 

Ickworth Park does have a maternity roost of Barbastelles, only the 16th to be found in Britain to date.  The mobility of roosting bats is important. Roosts are protected by law, whether occupied or not, thus the possibility that a tree may hold a bat roost must be considered whenever tree work is under consideration. In addition to confirming the presence of the eight species of bat we knew occurred at Ickworth, a Leisler’s bat was also caught in a mist net, lifting the property total to nine. 

2 Marine Bill .  
The latest edition of the Marine Bill Newsletter, issue 8 giving an update on the draft Bill and the Government’s response to pre-legislative scrutiny and public consultation, can be found at  website:    http://www.defra.gov.uk/marine/legislation/index.htm
3 NE Marine Campaign
NE are having a successful Marine Campaign highlighting marine issues to the public and Politian’s.  An event was held in Great Yarmouth in September and it was very well received by the public.  There is an NE marine video.
4 Projects Supported by Countdown 2010 in the region

 Conservation projects in the East of England will receive nearly £800,000 of the £5.5m under NE’s Countdown 2010 biodiversity action fund which aims to help some of England’s most threatened biodiversity. 
Recipients of the grants in East of England: 
Froglife £89,126 
Ponds in the Landscape in Cambridgeshire
In addition to pond restoration and monitoring at 16 sites across the county which will benefit stonewort communities, aquatic beetles and great crested newts some of the money will be used to run an innovative pilot scheme to use wetlands and ponds to purify, recycle and prevent local flooding. For more information contact Kathy Wormald of Froglife on 01733 558844
The Greensand Trust £144,140 - Bedfordshire 
Heathlands of the Greensand Ridge, Bedfordshire (running from Leighton Buzzard in the west to Gamlingay in the east). This independent local charity will use the money to join up pockets of heathland and acid grassland to create better conditions for adder, common lizard, tree pipit, and rare ground nesting birds nightjar and woodlark. For more details please contact Jon.Balaam@greensandtrust.org or telephone 01234 743666
RSPB 
Bringing Reedbeds to Life £207,739 – partly in Norfolk
Research and farm visits to help create and sustain high quality network of redbeeds for bittern in Norfolk at Ham Wall, Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve, Wicken Fen, Hickling Broad and Far Ings. For more information contact John Clare on 01767 680541
Priority Farmland Birds Recover Project in the Fens £246,200 (about one third for the fens)
RSPB working together with Natural England have identified bird hotspots around the Fens and will work with farmers and land owners to share the most effective techniques likely to increase numbers of grey partridge, bullfinch, lapwing, corn bunting, linnet, skylark, starling, treesparrows and many other farmland birds. For more information contact John Clare on 01767 680541
Wildlife Trusts 
Getting to Grips with Grasslands – Beds,Cambs, Northants & Peterborough Wildlife Trust £95, 524 
We have lost a lot of grasslands in Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire and this project hopes to reverse some of those losses by carrying out detailed survey work, talking to land managers to encourage scrub removal and collecting rare seeds to spread a rich carpet of species along our remaining grasslands. For more information contact John Leadley on 01954 713000 
Reconnecting Suffolk’s Farmland – Suffolk Wildlife Trust £129,416 
Building on fantastic results reconnecting habitat for barn owls and great crested newts, Suffolk Wildlife Trust are using the same proactive programme of farm visits to benefit hazel dormouse, great crested newts, and tree sparrows. For more information contact Dorothy Casey on 01473 890089

Grazing for Norfolk’s Wildlife £108,128 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust operates a ‘flying flock’ of sheep which will be joined by 14 Dartmoor ponies and 157 sheep complete with their own shepherd to look after them. The enlarged flock will allow the trust to bring 15,000 hectares of land into conservation based farm management. The mobile munchers will create ideal conditions for the critically endangered Norfolk flapwort (a tiny brown moss found in wetlands), silver-studded blue butterfly and stone curlew. For more information please contact Rebecca Worsfold on 01603 625540.
5.  New delivery framework  - England Biodiversity Strategy – copy attached

The Biodiversity Integration Groups for habitats and species are being set up for England, but there is limited guidance or understanding as to what the regions or LBAP partnerships are expected to do next.  It states in the framework,
 ‘Develop a regional delivery plan for high priority actions with agreed accountabilities. Work programme to be agreed and implementation underway by 30 November 2008, and annual progress reports are to be provided to the England Biodiversity Group via BARS’ 
But all regions are wondering as to the content this regional delivery plan should be, we are just hoping that our Biodiversity Delivery Plan will be an accepted format. 
6  Regional Biodiversity Delivery Plan 
Originally we were calling this the Implementation Plan but it was deemed a more appropriate term to re-name it the Delivery Plan.  This has been a real team effort with many people and organisations involved.  It seems to have been a long process proof reading and checking the document, ensuring partners are all happy at being listed.  Many Forum members have spent a lot of time working on this, to mention a few, Paul has worked closely with Dynamic Creative, the designers and we are very pleased with the end result.  Also Fabiola and Steve helped with the final checking but our proof reading expert is Diane Millis who spent many hours scanning the document. 
7 Updating wetland habitat inventories 
 A meeting is being held on the 14th October to ensure regional consistency in this work, amongst the LRCs and to allocate funding, as some LRCs have more work to do than others.  Also there has been further funding support from FC and EA to update the wet woodland habitat inventories
8 National Trust East Region Nature Conservation Strategy.
The National Trust has produced a comprehensive nature conservation strategy.  I did not forward a copy as it is 6MB, but please contact Stuart Warrington or myself, Catherine Weightman if you would like an electronic copy.
‘The primary purpose of this strategy is to develop a strategic direction for future nature conservation work in the region, ensuring that Nature and the National Trust is implemented regionally. This strategic direction will enable us to identify priorities and will inform management decision making and resource allocation for the delivery of nature conservation management in the Region, integrating regional, property and other conservation plans.’ 

9 Coordinating NE internal BAP work

NE has set up ‘communities of interest groups’ ie for BAP work this is all NE staff who sit on LRC and LBAP Steering Groups.  There is a strong focus on biodiversity work within NE and the main target for reporting is how much BAP habitat is being delivered via HLS.  Regarding BAP species work this is still mainly led nationally, but next financial year there will be more regional involvement in species work on the new NERC list found in our region.   HLS advisors are really encouraged to deliver HLS options for BAP species and posters are being made for Corn Bunting, Bumbus Ruderata – a bee and Red tipped Cudweed as these three BAP species seem to respond well to HLS options and are high priority for the region.
10 Environmental Summit

EEDA are organising a series of summits and one on the environment  is on the 21st October at the Trinity Centre 13:30 – 16:30.  East of England Environment Forum (EEEF) is co-ordinating questions to be asked. If you would like to attend or have a question to be raised, please contact Claire.jay@rspb.org.uk who acts as the secretariat for EEEF.
11 Burbot survey- 
The University of Southampton aims to identify causes of extinction of the burbot (Lota lota) from the UK and examine the feasibility of a future reintroduction. 

 A questionnaire to help this research can be found at www.burbot.soton.ac.uk.
12 Indicators for the regions Sustainability Framework
 EERA are in the process of updating the regional Sustainability Framework and NE have been asked to draft a few paragraphs on biodiversity, landscape and green infrastructure and the EA have been asked to draft some text on water resources, flood risk etc. The document needs indicators  - so we need one for biodiversity. The SSSI favourable condition indicator has been rejected on the grounds it isn't representative enough but the CWS NI 197 will be included which is great. However we also need an indicator to measure progress with BAP.
NE have suggested an indicator along the lines of "Ha of Priority BAP habitats created over 200 ha". Does EEBF this is something we could measure on an annual basis as EERA will only include indicators that can be easily measured. 
13 The Deer Initiative 
David Hooton, Eastern Region Deer Liaison Officer is going to join the EEBF meetings, 

The Deer Initiative is a broad partnership of statutory, voluntary and private interests dedicated to “ensuring the delivery of a sustainable, well-managed wild deer population in England and Wales”. The partners abide by the Deer Accord and encourage others to share their commitment and priorities as an integral part of their management of deer. 

The principles of the Deer Accord are: 

• A sustainable and balanced wild deer population 

• A humane, responsible and sensitive approach to the management of wild deer 

• An experienced and knowledgeable capability in deer management 

• An informed public understanding of deer management 

• A partnership approach to reducing the adverse environmental and economic impact of wild deer 

. 

A one-day event has been organised in conjunction with the Anglian Woodland Project at Yoxford Village Hall on 13 November 2008 This event will look at the active management of red deer in the East of Suffolk. 

 The Deer Initiative, 

Tel: 01842 890798 / 07970 141512, e.mail eastern@thedeerinitiative.co.uk; 

Websites: www.thedeerinitiative.co.uk, www.deercollisions.co.uk  
14 EEBF website
The EEBF website was hosted at Eastspace at no cost to the Forum.  But this is no longer available and after several years of helping with the website Simon O’Dell is stepping down from voluntary updating the site, but we must thank Simon for all the time he has spend doing this.   Dynamic Creative have been asked to quote to design the website.  Our former website on Eastspace was very basic and no money was initially spent on design. They were asked as we were so pleased with the Delivery Plan leaflet and they understand the work of the Forum.  
15 Internal Drainage Boards (IDBs) and BAP
 NE has just launched two important initiatives for biodiversity with the Internal Drainage Boards:

(i)  Joint guidance from Natural England, Defra and the Association of Drainage Authorities to assist IDBs in producing their own Biodiversity Action Plans by April, 2010.

(ii) A 200-page conservation handbook, jointly published by Natural England and the Association of Drainage Authorities, entitled The Drainage Channel Biodiversity Handbook.

Through their water level management activities, IDBs already achieve much for conservation and biodiversity.  By introducing BAPs for all IDBs, it is hoped that the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity, particularly outside the boundaries of Sites of Special Scientific Interest, can be better integrated into IDB planning and work programmes.  In addition, BAPs will provide IDBs with a formal mechanism to better demonstrate and record the contribution to biodiversity that they already make.

Documents available at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environ/fcd/policy/idbrev/default.htm
Fabiola attended the workshop in July for IDBs to give presentation about BAPs.
16 West Midlands publication on biodiversity and Climate Change 

The West Midlands Regional Biodiversity Forum (minus NE) have produced a good document on adaptation to climate change for biodiversity which is aimed to advise local authorities.  The information seems very transferable to our region.

